
ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2025



TODAY’S AGENDA

INTRODUCTIONS:
NAME, ORGANIZATION

PRESENTATION + Q&A:
MELISSA LAVINSON

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
OFFICE OF ENERGY TRANSFORMATION

EEA
PRESENTATION:

2025 E+E POLICY & PROGRAMMING UPDATES
UPCOMING EVENTS



GUEST SPEAKER: MELISSA LAVINSON
Executive Director, Office of Energy Transformation, Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Energy & Environmental Affairs
Melissa Lavinson serves as the Executive Director of the Office of Energy Transformation for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   She is charged with the hands-on execution of the clean energy 
transition, including ensuring the availability and readiness of electrical infrastructure, electric and gas 
transition coordination, and a just and equitable transition for impacted workers, communities, and 
businesses. Lavinson is also charged with convening an Energy Transformation Advisory Board comprised 
of industry, labor, environmental justice, technology, consumer, and supply chain representatives, among 
others, to accelerate cooperation, understanding, and action.

Prior to joining the Healey-Driscoll Administration, she served as Head of Corporate Affairs for National 
Grid, New England, leading state and municipal government relations, community and stakeholder 
engagement, media relations, municipal customer management, strategic communications, and the 
company’s philanthropic program in New England. Previously, Lavinson was Senior Vice President of 
Federal Government and Regulatory Affairs and Public Policy at Exelon Corporation and Senior Vice 
President of Governmental and External Affairs for Pepco Holdings, Inc., the parent company of Pepco, 
Delmarva Power, and Atlantic City Electric, which provide gas and electric service to Delaware, 
Maryland, New Jersey and the District of Columbia. Lavinson also spent more than 20 years at California-
based PG&E Corporation, including as Vice President of Federal Affairs and Policy and Chief Sustainability 
Officer. Earlier in her career, she worked at MRW and Associates and in ICF Consulting’s Climate Change 
Practice.

Lavinson holds a bachelor’s degree in Economics from Hamilton College.
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2025 POLICY UPDATES
Climate and Clean Energy Policy (related to the 2025-2026 E+E Policy Agenda 
approved in February): 
• BERDO updated regulations and policies and procedures; approved September 17
• Boston amended Zero Net Carbon zoning regulations in July
• BEUDO Phase II is completed; Phase III draft will be released soon
• Boston City Council unanimously passed heat worker safety protections (for city 

workers and contractors only, goes into effect 2/27/26)
• Boston releases draft Climate Action Plan for 2030 update (comments due 9/30—

tomorrow!)
• MEPA: draft regulatory updates released and open for public comment (due by 

10/31)
• ABC submitted multiple comment letters: Mass Ready Act, Governor Healey’s 

energy affordability bill, emergency shutoff protections bill, and a bill seeking to 
establish a regional resilience authority (others we are tracking include climate 
superfund “polluters pay” bill, insurance surcharge for climate funding bill)

https://www.abettercity.org/news-and-events/blog/summary-of-february-6th-energy-and-environment-committee
https://www.abettercity.org/news-and-events/blog/summary-of-february-6th-energy-and-environment-committee
https://www.abettercity.org/news-and-events/blog/summary-of-february-6th-energy-and-environment-committee
https://bostonplans.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c680a920917b91377ae543202&id=a65119b3fe&e=f429acf8c1
https://www.abettercity.org/assets/images/final%20a%20better%20city%20comments%20on%20mass%20ready%20act%20support%20with%20amendments%207.29.25%202pm%20kpd.pdf
https://www.abettercity.org/assets/images/final%20a%20better%20city%20comments%20on%20h.4144%2007.02.2025.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F88fa4207001%2Fa6302862-4c6a-491d-a3d9-fa212f85ee59.pdf%3Frdr%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7CLKosior%40abettercity.org%7Cc1a88db5b4d24986ee0a08ddb25e43db%7Cdcca40908abf49669bd98fc41101bf19%7C0%7C0%7C638862840128778525%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=10jIJaF7rettY7jS7CBxz9fVRjvcLKO7SaGHbSLAi5w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F88fa4207001%2Fa3db9be7-45de-4ba0-8b04-82b678b92581.pdf%3Frdr%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7CLKosior%40abettercity.org%7Cc1a88db5b4d24986ee0a08ddb25e43db%7Cdcca40908abf49669bd98fc41101bf19%7C0%7C0%7C638862840128732631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Il%2BgcSfC20IE8DFGqAyFSI0BQRWC53JMMmnTrvwT%2Fs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F88fa4207001%2Fa3db9be7-45de-4ba0-8b04-82b678b92581.pdf%3Frdr%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7CLKosior%40abettercity.org%7Cc1a88db5b4d24986ee0a08ddb25e43db%7Cdcca40908abf49669bd98fc41101bf19%7C0%7C0%7C638862840128732631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Il%2BgcSfC20IE8DFGqAyFSI0BQRWC53JMMmnTrvwT%2Fs%3D&reserved=0


2025 PROGRAMMING UPDATES
Equitable Workforce Development:
• Launched 4th cohort of PowerCorps Boston building operations training to 

begin in-service learning on October 8-mid March 2026
Extreme Heat:
• Feeling the Heat Report released: key takeaways from 2024 B-COOL 

temperature sensor pilot
• 2025 B-COOL monitoring: impact of shade interventions (green roof bus 

shelters, playground shade structures, pop-up shade tents at construction 
sites)

• Community Adaptations to City Heat (CATCH) project across Boston, New 
Orleans, and Phoenix

Built to Lead Panel Series
• Built to Lead: Lessons in Building Decarbonization and Resilience kicked off 

09/24 with panel on existing buildings

https://www.abettercity.org/docs-new/feeling%20the%20heat%20final.pdf
https://www.abettercity.org/docs-new/feeling%20the%20heat%20final.pdf
https://www.abettercity.org/news-and-events/blog/b-cool-partnership-launches-second-summer-of-heat-research
https://www.abettercity.org/news-and-events/blog/b-cool-partnership-launches-second-summer-of-heat-research
https://www.abettercity.org/news-and-events/blog/b-cool-partnership-launches-second-summer-of-heat-research
https://www.abettercity.org/news-and-events/blog/b-cool-partnership-launches-second-summer-of-heat-research


UPCOMING EVENTS
1. Wednesday, October 1st (virtual), 2-3PM: BERDO Commercial Real Estate Working Group
2. Wednesday, October 8th (hybrid), 10-11:30AM: ABC Extreme Heat Working Group: Heat-

Resilient Design (speakers: CBT Architects, Cambridge’s Shade as Social Justice Project, MIT 
Urban Risk Lab)

3. Wednesday, October 8th (in-person), South Station Tower Building Tour (680 Atlantic Ave)
4. Thursday, October 9th (in-person), 9-11:30AM: Emerging Leaders: Fall Greenway Cleanup 

(please nominate 1-2 emerging leaders from your organization, if you have not done so 
already)

5. Wednesday October 22-Friday October 24th (in-person): Climate Beacon Conference
6. Thursday October 23, 12-5PM (in-person): BERDO Fest (Artists for Humanity)
7. Thursday, October 30th (in-person), 10-11:30AM, Built to Lead Panel #2: Decarbonization in 

New Construction Decarbonization (One Financial)
8. Built to Lead Panel #3: New Technologies and Opportunities (time and place TBD)
9. Built to Lead Panel #4: Deconstruction and Embodied Carbon (time and place TBD)
10. Built to Lead Panel #5: Lessons in Resilience (time and place TBD)



THANK YOU!
ytorrie@abettercity.org 
igambill@abettercity.org 

mailto:ytorrie@abettercity.org
mailto:igambill@abettercity.org
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